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To be read in conjl: nction with Social Background Report dated 6® March 1998

L awis appeared at 2 Childrens Hearing on 10" March 1998 at which time a decision was taken to
allow a short period for him to make a commitment to attending school regularly.

Ir. the subsequent fiur week period Lewis attended fairly regularly in the initial stages, however,
was unable to sust:in the commitment. By the beginning of the second week period truancy

bi:came an issue wh: ch escalated into half day truancy by the end of the week.

As a consequence a decision was taken to return Lewis to Newfield to allow him to reflect on his

actions.
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"’he Keyworker, G« orge Hutton spent time with Lewis considering actions and consequences. This
work together with his extra time at Newfield appeared to have an impact, with Lewis returning to
¢chool and sustaini 1g complete days. The situation deteriorated again fairly quickly which resulted
in Lewis being retu ned to Newfield for a further extended period.

"“he reasons for Levis being unable to sustain a commitment to school are unclear, however it is the
opinion of his pare is that he is unable to undertake classroom work as he has missed so much of
his education. In aidition Lewis has indicated on more than one occasion that he is being bullied.
Exploration of this possibility has been frustrated by the fact that Lewis has left school following
incidents without e: planation of reasons, or identification of the perpetrator.

It would appear thet an altemative to mainstream is now the only option, however, a Looked After
Review will be re juired to discuss the various options, given that the parents are considering
withdrawing Lewi: from mainstream education in order to educate him at home. They have
expressed concern hat Lewis would be educated in a specialist resource as a day boy, which may
12ad to an escalation in his previous offending pattern, due to peer influences. They also feel should
that situation arise i: will have a negative impact on the family circumstances.

It is therefore requisted that a further continuation take place to discuss the feasible option which
sre acceptable to all parties.
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